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Shards on ice — a uniquely Canadian art form

Gordon Halloran is taking his original
ice-painting technigque to 2006 Olvmpics

EY PETER BIRMNIE
VARDOUNER 810K

NBSTRACT ART | Gosdon Hallomm
laughs when he's dubbed “the
Crale Chilualy of ioe”

But the aften oversized instal-
Ltzens of glass-blowing sure
Chihuly are small petatoes come-

parcd to Halloran's ensrmous
camvases, which tend (o be aboat
the size of a hockey rink.

That's hecanse the Sunzhine
Cma: artisl paints en ice, and not
simply by splashing buckets of
calour from red line 1o blue line.,
After a decade of developing a
fascinating approach te placing

original abstract art under the
curface of ice arenag, such as
thiovse at the World Figure Skating:
i"ll.ll:lpilul.-a'll.il:-h i Edmontan
and Calgary’s Olympic Maza,
Halloran lim been m tted o Dealy
to present his uniquely Canadian
artform cring the 2006 Winter
Olympics in Torino,

“The medium for painting is
just exceptional,” Halloran says.
*Iheres an amoxing |,:||.']'.-1I1.-:_'n._'.'|l:-
ed, and all of this comes out af

what was for me a tremendous
surprise when | stacted waorking
It was just a hunch that | had in
e beginning.™

Halloran began by emulati

efEralions ol "||a"||_h s Ang
?'u:n:rduu_! his backyard for wintce-
L 10 rinks,

*1 became obsessed with them,
aut there Aooding ke ag night,
soeing the moan reflected off thic
slick surface and then holding
people back from using i

Bealizing he could layer
calours tnta the 1ee, Halloran
experimented until he'd porfect-
e wowlwole new wechnigue, Trays
about (we metrcs SquUare arc
(et 2 v centimet res dgdp
with water, coloured inany shade
and frowen in a walk-in freewer,
Like stained glass, shards of fee
can then be oot or broken and
placed in another teay, with

Sce PORTABLE ICE (3

Portable ice tracks let his art run across floor, up wall

From I

another colour, as s starting to frecee.

“The picce that 1 put in starts 0 melt
a little around the edge as the rest is
freezings” says Halloran, “and the
colours blend in incredible combina-
tions."

Gord Halloran at work on the Calgary
Olympie plaza,

The process can be repeated many
times, a0 that over twa or thees weeks
[ create pieces that have an amazing
complexiny”

Cue the Zamboni. With its big back
blade shaving the ice surface, Halloran
then places his compositions on the
blank canvas of the ice surface before

using a variety of nozzles to spray all

kinds of colours into the ain Layvers of
patterns formed whon frae |_=;:i|1}'_ O
plege anamazing and enormous canvas,

“In reflects my wiork 1 film and the-
atze by brangine a log of theateieality o
the presestation of a painting, which for
e wirs always a coal area” savs Hallo-
ran. “You put it up in a gallery and peo-
ple just watch from a distance. Mow
there's a scale that everwhelms people.”

Halloran is excited by new technolegy
allowing him to use portable ice tracks
with extruded fexible tubing inside.
Ezch piece is throe or four metres wide
and up to 80 metres long, allowing art
that e run across 3 Boor aod up aowall,
aut the door and around the cormer or

even up a mountain The proposal that
wean i an offtcial invacation ta the Cazl-
tural Olympiad ar Torino's Winter
Olympics will vest Halloran®s skills o
the limnit.

“There's a serics of forts, all different
shapes and sizes, that ren irom the base
of a meuntain up and over the top. It
in the keart of the Olympic valley so it
can be seen from many different ski
Hills,

“LIncd £r cath i all is this edd equation
af bris :||.':|r|-:r =47 |:|-e:1|11..].r feoan our lend-
seape inta that sttuation where the
Remaissance starbed.”

Eell bravel to Bialy this fall for a book a
the forts.

“We want te make sure the scale of
'|.'|.'|1:I.| LS I'I:E'a'\l.'\,' irl 1I:Ii!:-Cj -5 '\;Z|11I'|-\.\,"_|";i |'|E []:.,'II:
we can pull off)” Halloran explains,
adding that he needs 1o raise about
SI2S000 for the 2006 adventure.

mext spring Halloean and has team
will work with the vouth-legaey compo-
nent of Vancouver's 2010 Winter
Olympics to create a “challenge paint-
ing™ with high-school siudents at Ker-
risdale Arcna. Halloran will train the
studenes in his e hniques, then let them
loese for a day of ].'IJ.II'||:I:I:||' that culmi-
pades i oan evening of performance to
virreeil the resulong: canvas
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